CHAPTER XL
THE   PROBLEM   OF  ESCAPE
To get ourselves out of the airship and safely upon the sea in the lifeboat was anything but a simple problem. We studied that problem carefully, you may be sure. The America was running an average of from 15 to 18 knots per hour with the wind. She was drifting broadside on to the course, which meant that as the lifeboat was launched into the sea, it, too, must take the water headside on. What we asked ourselves, over and over, was this: Will not the craft be instantly capsized and foundered? And if she be lucky enough to escape that fate, how about the equilibrator, tearing along a few feet in the rear? Will it not strike the struggling boat with the force of its two-tons moving rapidly through the water, act as a battering ram, and smash us to pieces?
These were pretty serious problems, indeed, and we considered them long and earnestly, though without the slightest trace of excitement. One proposal which found favor for a time was that of Louis'Loud to be let down in a boat-
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